[Subtotal laryngectomy reconstructed by platysma myocutaneous flaps].
To study the feasibility, surgical techniques and the results of laryngeal function preservation during subtotal laryngectomy in laryngeal carcinoma. A retrospective review was made of 13 patients treated by subtotal laryngectomy and laryngeal reconstruction from 1991 to 1996. Eleven patients were male and 2 were female. The age ranged from 46 to 72 years, with a mean of 53.25. All cases were of stage IV. The essence of this operation is to reconstruct the new larynx with two platysma myocutaneous flaps following subtotal laryngectomy. The success rate of voice rehabilitation was 100%. Among them, the acceptability rating scores in 11 cases were 7 and the intelligibility scores ranged from 95% to 98%. The other two cases had acceptability 5 and intelligibility form 90% to 94%. The three-year survival rate was 84.6% (11/13), 5-year survival rate was 76.9% (10/13). This form of laryngeal reconstruction in subtotal laryngectomy is helpful to restore laryngeal function and decrease the rate of total laryngectomy. The procedure is easy, safe and applicable to patients treated by subtotal laryngectomy.